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All together now
Haring twa Isdands for
differont functicns is ideal
for a large family and utilises
the flaar space brillianthy
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efilwe and Simon Waugh tr med their kitchen by

adding not one, but two, beautifully designed islands
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t was 10 years ago that Refilwe and
Simon Wanugh first saw their 1g50s-built
house in the Surrey countryside. ‘Thated
the brochure pictures of the kitchen so
mmch that Tdidn't even want to view the
property,” recalls Refilwe. It had blue copboards
along the walls and an acre of empty space in the
ddle.” But, with six children between them, the
couple were in desperate need of a larger home.
‘We were struggling to find somewhere big enough
and in the right location so, in the end, the fact
that the rest of the house was ideal meant it made
sense to put up with the kitchen,” she explains,

It was almost & decade before they decided to
tackle the room - with good reason. “There was a
large structursl pillar in the centre, which
contained all the electrics and plumbing,” savs
Refilwe. “We knew it would be a huge headache to
getrid of it.” After finally finding a builder willing
totake on the project of replacing the pillarwitha

steel

iling joist and rerouting the electrics, the
couple began to focus on the kitchen units. “We
didn’t want standard ones that were straight off a
conveyor belt, says Refilwe. ‘Az soon as T went to
the Higham Furniture workshop and saw the
craftmanship and attention to detail that went
into the cabinetry, our decision was made,

While Refilwe was clear that she wanted a
simple, painted kitchen for its timeless appeal,
she also required a fonctional design that would
suit family life. She knew the double island
solution would make clever use of the large room,
linking the wall cabinetry with areas for food
prep and socialising. “Without the pillar, which
obstructed the view from every angle, the space
feels much more open, while the two islands are
very practical,’ she says. ‘The mix of soft grey
and blue shades combined with the oal floor and
light-coloured worktops creates a warm feel,
which makes the kitchen so welcoming,”

The layout
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DESIGN SOLUTIONS

Designer Tim Higham explains...

How did you ereate the lagout?

It was vital to come up with a design that
made better uze of the space than the old
kitchen. As soon as the structural pillar was
remaved, it might have been tempting to
plonk a battleship of an island in the centre
of the room, because it such a large area.
Bust we all felt that this would lack |:|u||zy
and wrang — and contrary to the open and
spacious feel that Refilwe and Siman wanted
to achieve. We did scratch our heads for a
while, then the idea of creating twa islands
came to us. One is designed for preparing,
with a sink and inset vegetable bin on the
warktop. The other, oak-topped, island is
rather kke a table; somewhere for the family
to sit for coffee and casual maals, ar For the
yaunger children to do their homework.

And what about the Aga area?

We buslt a false chimney breast around the
stove to add character and create a focal point
in the room, It's flanked by symmetrical base
units and shehses for a balanced laok. Refilwe
chaose the blue paint for this area to contrast
with the Carian worktop and grey-painted
furniture. [t makes an eye-catching Feature.
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Time

to chat
A sofa provides additional
seating and faces the island
£ allow Far conversation

Tell us about the cabinetry design

It's elassic English framed furniture with

a simple beading on the doors and eock
beading on the drawer fronts to accentuate
its unfussy, linear design. Each section of
cabinetry has legs at the end to create a
freestanding furniture feel. There are also
breaks betwaen the Aga run and the sink
run, which | think locks mare elegant and
less fitted, This layout, complate with islands,
allows for defined ‘zones' in the room:
eooking, prepping, washing and socialising.

Were there any special requirements?
With eight in the househald, the cauple

particularly wanted a walk-in pantry to store
large quantities of food, 0 we sectioned off

one comer of the kitchen behind stud walls.

Are there any other clever features?
To save Refilwe having to walk milas avery
time Sl'IE PFEPEYES a mea| or malces a CLIP OF
tea, there is a fridge in the ‘prep’ island. But
| think the main reason this kitchen works so
well far the family is the two-island design:
there’s plenty of worksurface, as well as
space for everyone to congregate.

The details

CABINETRY Eespoke units, from £17.000,
Higham Farniture. Cabinetry paint,
Pavilion Gray estate eggshell, £53 for

2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball, Connecticut Blue
eggshell, £47 for 2.5 litres, Dulux Trade

SURFACES Corian worktop in Antarctics,
£4,750: island worktop in Full Steve Oak,
£750; back-painted glass splashback in
Dlux Connecticet Blue, £g00, all Higham
Furniture, European oak flooring, from
£4250 m, The Natural Wood Floor Ce

APPLIANCES Threc-oven electric Aga,
£7,350, plus module, £2 650, both

Aga. SPC1100 built-in extractor hood,
£&47, Westin. SBSes 263 fridge freezer,
£2,800, Liebhery, KUR15A50GE fridge,
£410 SMVEaT20G0 dishwasher, £600,
bath Bosch. MOC351 microwave, 125, CDA

SIMK AMD TAPS Largo LAY 110-50 sinks,
£288 each; Rotondo RUX 110 prep sink,
£237: soap dispenser, £65; inset counter
waste bin, £225, all Franke. Torrent
pull-out mixer tap, £1g0, Caple. HC3z00
hot and cold tap, £520, Insinkerator

FINISHING TOUCHES Christiana bar stools,
£70 each, Atlantic Shopping, Do Globe
pendants, from £130 each, Holloways of
Ludlow. Italia sofa, lrom £1,500, Sofa Riot

For stockist details go to page 134



